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SAN JUAN, .'Puerto Rico — 
Honduras’ exiled foni^er Pres- 
ident Ramon Villeda Morales 
blames the United States for 
the military coup that ousted 
1 him last October. 

1; Villeda insists that he is "a 
j friend and admirer” of the Unit- 
j.ed States but hints that U.S. 

[ policy “is responsible for coups 
; in Latin America.” 

■ In an exclusive interview, the 
' dapper'' doctor turned politician 

said “the United States needs to 
; change its view toward interna- 
, tlonal politics, especially in the 
!: Western Hemisphere." 

!' COOPS BACKED 
! He suggested that some indi- 
'■viduals and gi*oups in the U.S. 

■ Stale Department, the Pentagon 

■ and the Centr^H^steJligencc 
:^g,cncy iiave been encouraging 
i'^iilitai'y coups like Ihe one that 
; sent him into exile in Costa 
; Rica. 

Villeda says tliat ‘‘tliivS U.S. 
'clemcni" acts • without .the 
i kiiowiedgc or approval .of the 
whole U.S. government, 
i. Villeda’s outlnirst came as a 
I shock. Jt is recalled that t h e 
'United States immediately sus- 

i 


By NAT CARNES 

Copley Newt Service 



pended its relations with the mil- 
itary junta that took power in 
Honduras after Villcda’s ouster 
and halted its militai 7 and eco 
nomic assi.stance to the Im-; 
poverislied Central American 
country. Relations were re-es- 
tablished 10 weeks later. 

What is more, it generally Is] 
agreed in Honduras tliat the 
military pulled its coup prima- 
rily to block the probable elec- 
tion of Modesto Rodas Alvarado; 
presidential candidate of the| 
governing Liberal party. . j 

PLEDGED BUDGET CUT j 
Rodas, liad declared that, if| 
elected, as appeared likely with,’ 
the government counting t h ei 
votes, ho would cut the budget[ 
of the Honduran regular army 
sharply and strengthen the Lib-| 
oral party’s own private army| 
known ns the Civil Guard, j 
V.illccia, came here to join 
other Latin Americans in an^ 
‘‘latcrnalionai Study Group- on 
Democratic Development." 

Most of the participants in the 
study group, like Villeda, seem 
to feel that the United States 
should limit its role in the hemi- 
sphere to that of banker and 
should not attempt to guide the 
other American republics polit-: 
ically or ideologically. ' i 

[voice DISTORTIONS 
I Although they consider them- 
[ selves intellectuals and profess 
admiration for the United States, 
they often voice distortions of 
their own and Latin history in 
apparent attempts to discredit 
the United States. | 

Pressed for specific recom-i 
mendations as to improvement} 
in U.S. policy towai^ La t ini 
America, Villeda declared.! 
"First, you need to understand* 
^tin America. It is impossible 
to use the same approach for 
all of our nations. What is log 
lealdn Honduras may not work 
I'at ^ll in Chile or Brazil.” 
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